
 
Step 1) Press the Copy Portion toolbar button then left-click and drag a rectangle to crop the image. Press the Copy 
Portion button again to turn off cropping. 
 

 
Step 2) Scale the cropped image by 0.50 to reduce its size to the final display size. Scaling the image at this stage 
smoothes the image a little and is usually the only smoothing that needs to be applied. 
  



 
Step 3) ArcSinH is used for the initial stretch. First adjust the Power and BkGd Weight sliders to get a bright nebula and 
dark background with no clipping. Next adjust the nth Root X^n pre-stretch scale Root slider towards the left to brighten 
faint nebula detail. Adjust the Black Point slider so that the background is not clipped. 
 

 
Step 4) Check the Neutralize Background box on Color Balance then left-click on the dark background that should be 
dark gray to balance the background. Adjust the Background slider towards the left to darken the background.  
  



 
Step 5) Split the red data using the Multi Scale Decomposition tool into a detail and residual background image. 
 

 
Press the Open All Levels button on the Multi Scale Decomposition tool to open the detail and residual background 
images. Close the residual background image and the Multi Scale tool. 
  



 
Step 6) Use the Combine Images layer tool to increase contrast and detail. Use the M8 image from step 4 as the bottom 
layer and the red detail image as the top layer with soft light blend mode. 
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Step 7) Duplicate the red detail image using the Duplicate toolbar button. Check the Add Image box then left click on the 
duplicate red detail image to add it to the top of the layer tree.  Change the blend mode of the top layer to soft light. The 
second red detail layer doubles the contrast and detail enhancement that is applied to the image from step 4. 


